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Iraq based upon a United Nations mandate.
We're working with the countries in the
neighborhood to support this young democ-
racy and making it clear the stakes of the
ideological struggle we're in.

I talked about the fact that we’ve encour-
aged and worked with NATO to be an active
participant in Afghanistan—it’s the first time
that alliance has deployed outside of Europe
in the history of its existence. I talked about
the fact that we will never forget the impor-
tance of freedom, whether it be in our hemi-
sphere, in Cuba, or in Burma or in Belarus.
And when we call a human tragedy “geno-
cide,” like in Darfur, we'll continue to rally
the world to solve the problem.

I want to thank Members of the Congress
for supporting the HIV/AIDS initiative on
the continent of Africa. It gave me great
pleasure to tell the American citizens that
because your actions—because you acted,
50,000 people—what was once 50,000 peo-
ple receiving lifesaving drugs has increased
to 800,000 people in 3 short years. T firmly
believe what I said: To whom much is given,
much is required. A lot has been given to
the United States, and it’s in our interests
to help people who suffer from disease and
hunger. And I thank you for your support.
And the next great initiative is to eliminate
malaria in countries on the continent of Afri-
ca, and I ask you to join me.

I said, finally, introducing the people that
were there, something I believe: I believe
the state of this Union is strong, and it’s
strong because the character and decency of
the American people remain strong.

And so I'm looking forward to serving with
you this year and next year. I thank you for
your sacrifices. I have confidence in the fu-
ture of this country, because we're a country
full of such decent and courageous and loving
people.

Thanks for having me.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:26 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay. In his remarks,
he referred to Lt. Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA,
incoming commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq.

Statement on the International Day
of Commemoration in Memory of the
Victims of the Holocaust

January 26, 2007

On the second International Day of Com-
memoration, we remember and mourn the
victims of the Holocaust.

Sixty-two years after the liberation of
Auschwitz, we must continue to educate our-
selves about the lessons of the Holocaust and
honor those whose lives were taken as a re-
sult of a racist ideology that embraced a na-
tional policy of violent hatred and bigotry.
It is also our responsibility to honor the sur-
vivors and those courageous souls who re-
fused to be bystanders and instead risked
their lives to try and save the Nazis” intended
victims.

Remembering the victims, heroes, and les-
sons of the Holocaust is particularly impor-
tant today as Holocaust denial continues,
urged on by the Iranian regime, which per-
versely seeks to call into question the histor-
ical fact of the Nazis’ campaign of mass mur-
der. We must continue to condemn the re-
surgence of anti-Semitism, that same virulent
intolerance that led to the Holocaust, and we
must combat bigotry and hatred in all their
forms, in America and abroad.

May God bless the memory of the victims
of the Holocaust. And may we never forget.

Proclamation 8103—National
African American History Month,
2007

January 26, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

African Americans have been an integral
part of America for generations, and our Na-
tion is stronger because of their contribu-
tions. During National African American
History Month, we honor the achievements
of African Americans and recognize our con-
tinued responsibility to strive for equality for
all our citizens.

With grace and determination, African-
American men and women have shaped our
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Nation and influenced American life. Fred-
erick Douglass, W.E.B. DuBois, Rosa Parks,
and Martin Luther King, Jr., advanced the
cause of civil rights for all Americans and
helped change the course of American his-
tory. Educators Booker T. Washington and
Carter G. Woodson helped break down racial
barriers in education to provide opportunity
for all people. Americans have benefited
from the achievements of scientists like
George Washington Carver. Artists such as
Pearl Bailey, Ella Fitzgerald, and Louis Arm-
strong inspired Americans and created some
of the most celebrated music this Nation has
ever produced.

The theme of this year’s National African
American History Month, “From Slavery to
Freedom: Africans in the Americas,” recalls
African Americans’ long journey to justice
and commemorates the courage and persist-
ence of the heroes who called on our Nation
to live up to its founding promise. A century
after African-American soldiers fought for
their freedom on the battlefields of the Civil
War, African Americans struggled peacefully
for their rights in the streets of Birmingham,
Alabama, and on the Mall in Washington,
D.C. Courageous civil rights leaders an-
swered hate and discrimination with love and
dignity, toppled segregation laws, and
worked to make America a more just and
hopeful Nation.

All Americans can be proud of the
progress we have made, yet the work for a
more perfect union is not done. As we cele-
brate National African American History
Month, we reaffirm our commitment to build
a society where every individual has the op-
portunity to achieve the promise of this great
land.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 2007 as
National African American History Month.
I call upon public officials, educators, and
all the people of the United States to observe
this month with appropriate programs and
activities that honor the significant contribu-
tions African Americans have made to our
Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 30, 2007]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 31.

Executive Order 13424—Further
Amendment to Executive Order
13285, Relating to the President’s
Council on Service and Civic
Participation

January 26, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
extend the President’s Council on Service
and Civic Participation, it is hereby ordered
that Executive Order 13285 of January 29,
2003, as amended, is further amended by re-
vising section 4(b) to read as follows: “(b)
Unless further extended by the President,
this order shall expire on November 30,
2008.”

George W. Bush
The White House,
January 26, 2007.
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 29, 2007]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on January 30.
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